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WORSHIP 8:30 & 11:00 
 

March 4th —Third Sunday in Lent 
LOGOS Sunday (11:00) with All LOGOS 
Worship Groups 
Theme: “Great Is the Lord!” 
Psalm 145:1-9, 1 John 4:7-21 
Sermon: “It’s Not About Us!” 
Communion, CCAP Offering 

 

March 11th—Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Set Clocks Ahead One Hour 

Numbers 21:4-9, John 3:14-21 
Sermon: “God’s Calling Card” 

 

March 18th—Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34, John 12:20-33 
Sermon: “Beyond Our Imagining” 

 

March 25th—Palm/Passion Sunday 
Isaiah 50:4-9, Mark 11:1-11, Mark 14:1-
15:47 
Sermon: “Love Wins!” 
Liturgy of the Palms & Passion 
LOGOS Worship Groups (11:00) 
Four Cents a Meal, Fair Trade Coffee,  
G.I.F.T. Event (9:45)  

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION 
SERVICE 

Thursday, March 29th   
7:00 pm  Fellowship Hall 

“At the Table” 
An Intergenerational Experience 

Special Music 
 

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE 
Friday, March 30th    

7:00 pm   Sanctuary 
John 18:1 – 19:42 

Meditation: “What’s Good About It?” 
Special Music 

Recessional with the Cross 
 

EASTER EVENT FOR FAMILIES 
Saturday, March 31st   

Breakfast Included—9:00-10:30 am 
 

EASTER SUNDAY—April 1st 
EASTER SUNRISE WORSHIP—6:18 am 

 Pitcock Memorial Shelter 
John 20:1-18 

Breakfast Follows in Fellowship Hall 
 

RESURRECTION DAY WORSHIP—8:30 & 
11:00 am 

Acts 10:34-43, Mark 16:1-8 
Sermon: “No Fooling – This Is No Joke!” 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Communion 

LOGOS Worship Groups 
(11:00)  

 
Sunday, March 11 

Turn clocks ahead one 
hour! 
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COLLECTING FOR CCAP 

 
TUNA 

 
NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

“March” 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

March is often a month of transition in our 
region.  The weather begins to change, as we 
move out of winter, toward and into spring.  
March, of course, can be an unpredictable 
month at that.  I remember the year Rebekah 
was born, the first week of March in 1993 
(could that really be 25 years ago? – yikes!).  
We had move than 25 inches of snow fall a 
week later and were housebound for a couple 
of days with a newborn and four and two -year 
old boys.  It was fun and lively!  March is also 
a time of transition within the church seasons, 
often fully immersed in Lent, as we journey 
toward Jerusalem and the cross of Christ.  This 
year, we finish Lent on Holy Saturday, a silent 
Saturday, on the last day of March.  We begin 
April on Easter Sunday, the day of joy and 
hope, the day of resurrection!  But, before 
then, we have some thinking to do, some 
praying to do, some reflecting to do, some 
serving to do, as we give up and take up.  
Listen to what my favorite Presbyterian author, 
the late Ann Weems has to say about Lent... 

 
“Lent is a time to take the time 
   to let the power of our faith story take hold 
of us, 
a time to let the events  
   get up and walk around in us, 
a time to intensify  
   our living unto Christ,  
a time to hover over  
   the thoughts of our hearts,  
a time to place our feet in the streets of 
Jerusalem 
   or to walk along the sea and listen to his 
word, 
a time to touch his robe  
   and feel the healing surge through us,  
a time to ponder and a time to wonder . . .  
Lent is a time to allow a fresh new taste of 
God!”  
 
Take the time during March, dear friends, to 
allow God to work in you and through you, as 
you join our church in praying, “Jesus, Fill Us 
with Your Love.”  
 

Together in Christ’s Service,  

 
 

JUST THINKIN’ 
 

“If you don’t know where you’re going, 
anyplace will do…And once you’re there, there 
you are.”                                          S. Cupp 

 
A visioning 
process in an 
active church is 
a lot like baking 
bread when 
you’re 

overtired.  The idea makes sense, but about 
half way through you’ve had it and you want to 
hurry the process, so you can rest.   The 
problem is, anything you might do to hurry to 
process ruins the bread.  If you let the dough 
raise in a heated oven it can over rise and the 
bread will be fluffy and not hold its shape.  If 

MINISTRY TEAM NIGHT 
Tuesday, March 6 

 

Dinner—6:00 pm 
Rotisserie chicken, salad, fruit, rolls, 

and pie provided by the  
Mission Ministry Team 

 

Suggested donation $3 per person 
 

Devotions—6:45 pm  
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=PdLZaz41&id=D16B5EC5BA9BC289BDD3389E83D96BF80EAE1B12&thid=OIP.PdLZaz41vWs-e_4rp9uTdgHaEj&mediaurl=http://gymtime.net/share/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Messy-Kitchen-with-Kids-682x419.jpg&exph=419&expw=682&q=baking+bread+messes&simid=608033995316987205&selectedIndex=28
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you put the dough in the fridge to finish 
tomorrow, it can take forever to wake the 
yeast and get things started again .  If you 
decide to give up and throw the dough in the 
trash, God help you in the morning – especially 
if it was a warm night. (See https://you tu.be/L-
dzu7-YHLo) Yeast dough rises in trash cans 
and it creeps out onto the floor…’nuff said.  
Once you’ve started the only way to get to the 
other end is to do the work.  And that is just 
what we are doing at OPC.   
 As I have chatted with some of yo u over 
the past weeks, questions have been asked 
that deserve a response.  Here is my attempt.  
  

Why are we doing this process? OPC is a 
strong church! 
Yes, OPC is strong and is growing.  We have 
many visitors; most of them stay with us.  We 
are not a wealthy church, but we are making it 
and find ways to meet our financial needs.  We 
have good leadership, a strong Session, 
excellent Leadership Teams, and good 
volunteers.  The thing is, we want to stay 
strong and failing to look forward is one of the 
main reasons congregations fail – even great 
ones!  I have worked with several 
congregations who were on the decline.  None 
of them had done their homework. Th ey began 
to look at the future carefully only when they 
began to run out of money. The primary 
problem was not money.  The primary problem 
was lack of energy. The secondary concern 
was poor leadership. 
  

Do we really need this computer process?   
Yes, friends, we do. Believe it or not, this is the 
easiest and most objective means of 
discovering what OPC’s congregation really 
thinks. Of course, the process does depend on 
each one of us taking the time to faithfully and 
thoughtfully take the CAT . Yes. It will take 

about ½ hour. Yes, it will mean using at -home 
computer time to take it.  Use that time! Take 
the CAT !  This is time well used. The Visioning 

Team is willing to do pretty much what it takes 
to make it possible for you to use this tool.  We 
will have computers available, help will be 

available if you have a hard time accessing the 

CAT , you can even take it on paper, if you 
need to do so.  Give our church ½ hour of 
your time…PLEASE ! 
 

And then what? 
When this process is finished we will all see 
what we have learned and make informed 
decisions that will impact the future…our 
common future.  You see, the worst thing we 
could do is to gather this information and fail 
to act on it.  That does happen and 
congregations that do so pay a sad price.  Very 
wisely, OPC’s process has follow through built 
into it.  This is, in my experience, unusual.  
OPC is, however quite unusual in so many 
ways.  OPC is on a good course now, but “You 
also must be ready…”. (Luke 12:40a NIV) Take 
the CAT . You will be glad you did.  

In Christ,  

  
 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
February 20, 2018 Stated Meeting 

 

¶ The Rev. JoAnna Dietz, Associate Pastor 
at Braddock Street UMC, joined the 
Session to discuss homelessness in the 
Winchester/Frederick County area and 
discussed plans for addressing this 
important issue.  OPC’s Mission Team is 
looking forward to addressing this issue. 

¶ Session held its semiannual meeting 
with the Trustees.  The three funds 
under the management of the Trustees 
(Rachel Bayliss Scholarship, 
Endowment, and Reserve) all 
experienced healthy investment returns 
in 2017.  Bill Bayliss, financial advisor to 
OPC, expressed his belief that the 
economy will remain strong over the 
next few years. 

¶ Fellowship Ministry reported it is 
exploring the development of a new 
photo directory for the church.  
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¶ On recommendation of Building & 
Grounds, Session approved a contract 
with Cambridge Companies to repair the 
roof leaks. 

¶ Building & Grounds reported there is a 
new tenant, on a one -year lease, in the 
manse. 

¶ Worship Ministry recommended that for 
2018, our summer worship schedule be 
a single service at 10:00 am in the 
months of June and July, returning to 
two services the first Sunday in August.  
Session approved the recommendation. 

¶ Betty Chicklo and June Malone have 
become additional preparers of 
communion. 

¶ Christian Education reported that on 
Sunday, May 13, we will honor our 
graduates, receive the confirmation 
class, and celebrate Mother’s Day. 

¶ Session approved the 2018 VBS 
Planning Team. 

¶ Congregational Care presented a revised 
Van/Bus Policy, reflecting our acquisition 
of a bus.  Session approved the revised 
policy. 

¶ The Visioning Team reported that our 
access to CAT (Congregational 
Assessment Tool) will begin Sunday, 
February 25.  Everyone is urged to go 
on-line and complete the survey (it can 
be done off-line as well). 

¶ After a lengthy discussion, Session 
approved the recommendation of the 
Visioning Team that Opequon serve as a 
pilot church for the SYNCH process of 
assessing the results of the CAT and 
moving forward from there.  

¶ Session agreed to earmark $25,000 in 
2018 and $25,000 in 2019 for 
application to the development of a 
community Family Shelter in this area.  
The money will not be approved and 
spent until there is a solid business plan 
for the project.  

 
 

CHECK OUT OUR SUNDAY 
FAITH IN FAMILIES CLASS (9:45 am) 

DURING LENT... 
 

 “Forgiveness is the healing stream 
flowing out from the cru cified Christ over a 
world that does not know how desperately it 
needs the healing.” 
 

Beginning on Sunday, March 4th and continuing 
through April, you are invited to share in 
conversation about Forgiveness: A Lenten 
Study, by Presbyterian author Marjorie 
Thompson.  Forgiving others and humbly 
asking for forgiveness are central disciplines for 
all Christian believers.  Lent is a timely season 
to deepen our understanding and practice of 
forgiveness.  Our study will address such 
questions as, “Is forgiveness a Christian duty 
under all circumstances?  Or are there 
situations when Christians do not need to 
forgive?”  “Is forgiveness a matter between 
individuals, or is it meaningful only in the 
context of communities?”  Is forgiving the best 
route to healing for the injured?” “How do we 
get past emotional barriers to real 
forgiveness?”  Both biblical examples and real-
life illustrations will immerse us in our 
discussion.  Join us at 9:45 am on Sundays in 
the Assembly Room.  
  
  

HANDS, HEART & FEET CLASS 
 

Hands, Heart, & Feet is a faith focused, 
mission-oriented group that meets in Pastor 
David's office during Faith Formation 
Educational Hour. We study the NOOMA 
DVD/discussion series by Rob Bell and we also 
participate in mission activities during our 
meeting times. We are available to help 
individuals, families, groups, and organizations 
with short term emergi ng needs. We helped 
chop, load, and a haul a fallen tree in Dan and 
Ellie Cammer's front yard the day after a 
storm. We have raked and bagged leaves from 
church members' properties because they were 
physically unable to do so. We have helped 
build the community garden fences and 
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wicking beds, served at Highland Food Pantry, 
and baked and delivered homemade dog 
cookies to the SPCA. Some of our HHF 
members provide monthly music and worship 
at Spring Arbor and other nursing facilities. We 
have also held the annual WATTS cookout 
night for the past three years. If you would like 
to know more about us, please join us in 
Pastor David's office at 9:45 am on Sundays. If 
you have questions, please contact Robin 
Owens or Mike Butler. 

 
WE ARE A “BUCKET FILLING”  

FAMILY OF FAITH 
 

‘Bucket Filling’ is all about clothing ourselves 
with Christ-like qualities and then letting our 
actions and words reflect that.  It is about 
showing kindness to others.  We are a ‘bucket 
filling’ congregation as we treat each other and 
others as children of God and show them they 
are special. As we learned through the GIFT 
Event (Generations in Faith Together) in 
January, BUCKET FILLING should be 
happening every day all the time. There were 
BUCKETS for EVERYONE at GIFT as we began 
to pay attenti on to our bucket filling behaviors.  
If you missed the GIFT Event, you can jump in 
as a BUCKET FILLER too.  Pick up your own 
bucket from the little table in the Gathering 
Area-it has already begun to be filled.  Share 
bucket filling words and actions everywhere 
you go! 
 
 

OLDER ADULT HAPPENINGS 
 

Happy March! Be someone’s sunshine this 
month.   
 The Older Adult Ministry Team will be 
meeting on Monday, March 5, 9:30 am in the 
Bageant Room.  There is always a great deal of 

laughter and fun during the planning and 
discussions that the team shares.  Morning 
goodies are always a treat too. The meeting is 
open to any older adults who would like to 
attend.  It is a very worthwhile time.  
 Happy Days this month occurs on 
Wednesday, March 14 at noon.  This is our 
older adult fellowship group that is full of spirit 
as they have great times together.  The 
gathering will begin with a covered dish lunch 
followed by our guest speaker, Faith Power 
from the Laurel Center. This will be a very 
informative presentation and w e will be 
presenting the guest speaker with a check for 
$330 from the Coin Jar collections of 2017.  
Thank you very much for any coins you can 
drop into the Coin Jar at Happy Days each 
month. The coin jar is filling up this year to 
benefit the Kids’ Club of Northern Shenandoah 
Valley.  This has been an additional project 
that those at Happy Days support.  In the past , 
the Coin Jar contents have gone to Heifer 
Project, Blue Ridge Hospice, Child Safe Center, 
Highland Food Pantry, Meals on Wheels, Evans 
Home, and the Laurel Center.     
 This month there is an adult trip to tour 
the Winchester Star on Thursday, March 15, at 
10:30 am.  Participants on this trip will get to 
see a printing press from the 1800’s. Following 
the tour, we will enjoy lunch at Piccadilly Gri ll. 
The cost is $12 a person plus lunch.  The 
signup sheet is in the Gathering Area kiosk. 
We are also taking a trip to the Museum of the 
Bible in DC on May 16.  The cost is $25 a 
person plus lunch.  This museum brings the 
bible to life for viewers!  The s ignup sheet is in 
the kiosk.  A waiting list will be available when 
the trip becomes full.  
    
 

THE LATEST IN LOGOS 
 

Magnificent!  That describes the Black Light 
Drama our LOGOS youth shared during Ash 
Wednesday worship.  They perfectly depicted 
the meaning of the song “Come to Jesus”.  
What a tremendous part of worship that 
evening!  We also celebrate with our 2018 
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Spoon Hanging Champion—Andrew Frey! 
Congratulations.  Andrew held a spoon on the 
end of his nose longer than everyone else at 
LOGOS!  Look for his picture on the Spoon 
Hanging Trophy!  We will be making the most 
of March as we conclude our 20th LOGOS year.  
This month we are hosting a “Reunion Night”, 
inviting past LOGOS participants to come back 
or share their favorite memories of LOGOS 
with us.  The closing night of LOGOS on March 
21 will feature the theme “All in the Family” as 
families are invited to join us for dinner and a 
closing slide presentation.  Our annual LOGOS 
Sunday is March 4, 11:00 am. Many parts of 
the worship service are written by our LOGOS 
young people during their Bible classes.   The 
theme for worship that morning is “Great Are 
You Lord”.  A highlight of this worship time has 
been the closing circle when our LOGOS staff, 
children and youth encircle the whole 
congregation, symbolizing the “hug” that 
LOGOS puts around our church’s ministry.  
Come worship with all our LOGOS young 
people as we celebrate our Great God.   
 
 

CONFIRMATION CONNECTION 
 

One Saturday morning last month the 
Confirmation students, joined by Covenant 
partners and class leaders, were out making 
visits to some of our beloved members who 
cannot easily leave their home.  As they sat in 
other’s homes to visit, they heard stories of 
experiences others have had in their lives and 
talked about things currently  going on at the 
church.  The visits meant a lot to everyone 
involved. Who would have thought spending 
some time on a Saturday morning this way 
could be that good!  Following all the visits, 
everyone met up at IHOP for a nourishing 
lunch.  The students are also visiting Ministry 
Team meetings to gain a much broader 
perspective of the church’s ministry and doing 
home interviews with their parents about some 
of their own faith experiences. Continue to 
remember Cheyenne and Sydney Burton, Elise 
Buonocore, Caleb Cooper, Wyatt Deck, 

Breanna Daggett, Kat Kibler, Jonathan 
Lightcap, Lauren Moses, and Chase Pierce in 
your prayers as these young people participate 
in the journey of Confirmation.  We are 
grateful for their covenant partners who 
support them as well.   
  
 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

(highlighting a different part of worship each month)  
 

Let’s think about the SERMON, or sometimes 
known as “Proclamation of the Word”. 

o After hearing readings from the Bible, 
we want to try to understand it. What 
does it mean and why does it matter in 
our lives today? 

o The Sermon is the part of worship when 
teaching and explanation of the bible 
verses is shared.  We seek to 
understand the bible and to be inspired 
by its’ message for us today.  

o The Sermon is when we faithfully seek 
to learn God’s message for us.   

o The Sermon can take on many different 
forms; it does not have to be done only 
by a pastor standing at the pulpit and 
talking.  A sermon can be shared 
through dance, drama, stories, music, 
and visual arts.   

  
 

DINNER & MOVIE FOR ALL! 
 

On Sunday, March 4, 4:00 pm the great movie 
“WONDER” (PG) will be showing in our 
Fellowship Hall.  This movie is based on an 
inspiring story of a family whose youngest son 
is born with facial deformities.  The story 
unfolds, revealing that you can’t blend in when 
you were born to stand out!  It is the perfect 
movie for GOD’s entire family!  Dinner, 
popcorn, drinks will all be provided.  Dinner 
menu includes sandwiches, chips, fruit, and 
brownies.  Enjoy a great afternoon together a s 
we are inspired and uplifted.  You will be SO 
GLAD YOU CAME!  
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G.I.F.T. EVENT 
 Sunday, March 25, 9:45 am 

 

We are catching on to what “GIFT” stands for 
and what it is all about.  GIFT means 
GENERATIONS in FAITH TOGETHER.  It is a 
time when ALL Sunday morning classes gather 
together to help each other learn and feel the 
warm love of God.  GIFT is interactive, lively, 
meaningful, comforting.  No one is split up into 
separate age groups; parents and children stay 
together, adults and youth enjoy conversat ion, 
and everyone gets to play and laugh with one 
another.  It is a beautiful thing!  On March 25, 
the GIFT theme is “BE BRAVE ABOUT 
PRAYING”.  Start off with some warm 
cinnamon buns (OH YUM!) and then 
experience the joy of talking to God with your 
OWN prayers through various inspiring Prayer 
Stations.  GIFT will be held in the Fellowship 
Hall at 9:45 am on March 25.  Y’all come, now 
ya hear?  

 

 
 

FAMILY EASTER EVENT 
 

The annual Family Easter Event will be held on 
Saturday, March 31, 9:00 am in the Fellowship 
Hall.  It begins with breakfast (scrambled eggs, 
biscuits, sausage, cereal, and fruit) followed by 
“The Story of Jesus” told in Easter Eggs.  
Children will each get their own batch of eggs, 
each egg containing an object that will help 
complete the story as they color pictures along 
the way; parents sitting alongside them can 
help with clues offered in the story.  The fun 
will conclude with the Great Egg Hunt outside 
on the church lawn.  Children need to bring a 
basket in which to collect eggs.  
 
 

 
 

PLASTIC EASTER EGGS NEEDED 
 

The Christian Education team is preparing for 
our annual Family Easter Event on Saturday, 
March 31.  WE are in need to plastic eggs, 
colorful, empty, regular size eggs.  If you are 
able to contribute some plastic eggs, we 
greatly appreciate it.   There is a lavender tub 
by the elevator for you to place any donated 
eggs.  We will be collecting eggs through 
March 11.  Thank you very much. 
 
 

NEWCOMERS’ CLASS 
 

Are you new to Opequon Church or our 
community?  Would you like to know more 
about the heritage, mission, and vision of 
Opequon Church?  Do you have some 
questions about the what, where, when, why, 
and how we do things within this faith 
community?  Would you like to become a 
member of Opequon?  If you said “yes!” to any 
of these questions, you are cordially invited 
and encouraged to attend our upcoming 
Newcomers’ Class in early-March.  We will 
gather two times, on Sunday, March 4 th during 
the Faith Formation Hour (9:45 -10:45 am) and 
on Sunday, March 11th at 4:00 pm.  We’ll meet 
each time in the Memorial Sanctuary.  If you 
have questions, please contact Pastor David 
Witt ( pastor@opequonchurch.org or 662-
1843), who will be facilitatin g this time of 
sharing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God-Loving Opequon Women 
 

The Opequon’s women’s group, known as 
GLOW, will be back to their monthly gatherings 
of friendship, support, enjoyment, and spiritual 
nourishment. GLOW has been on a little break 
the past two months, so we are eager to be 
back together for an enjoyable tim e.   GLOW is 
meeting on Tuesday, March 13 at 7:00 pm 

mailto:pastor@opequonchurch.org
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for a terrific EASTER BASKET EXTRAVAGANZA.  
We will be filling some baskets for children in 
our community.  All Opequon Women are 
invited to contribute items needed: small 
children’s books, small stuffed animals (new), 
Easter chocolate or candy goodies (no 
nuts),and springtime stickers.  Let Carole Witt 
know if you can contribute any of these items 
for the Easter Baskets. 
(dce@opequonchurch.org) There will be 
goodies and drinks for the ladies too and 
plenty of laughter!   Come on out ladies, you 
are invited! 

 
 

PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH CONNECTION 
NEWS 

Grades 6-12 
 

March 4-Movie Night, “Wonder” at 4:00 
pm 
This is a congregation-wide event so bring 
your family along! Meet in the Fellowship Hall 
for this inspiring movie, relaxing while you 
enjoy the provided popcorn and dinner.  
 
March 11-Meet the Bayliss Therapy Dogs, 
5:00-7:00 pm 
Come hear from Pam and Bill Bayliss about 
their therapy dogs and where they take them! 
Dinner provided, but please bring $2 if you're 
able. 
 

March 18-Project Linus, 12:30 pm-2:30 
pm 
Like being involved in service projects? Then 
meet in the Fellowship Hall for a provided 
lunch and help make tie blankets for children in 
the hospital. Many hands make light work, so 
we need you! Bring $2 for lunch, if you are 
able. 
 

March 25-Motel Ministry at 12:30 pm 
We will pack the van for our community 
outreach opportunity at the local motels. Just 
down the road from the church are people you 
can enjoy conversation with as we serve 
spaghetti and pass out toiletries. Bring your 
family along! 

 
 

YOUNG ADULT NEWS 
Ages 18-35 

 

Want to participate in the March Madness 
competition? Print a bracket out at 
https://i.turner.ncaa.com/sites/default/files/ima
ges/2018/01/09/mm -2018-printable-
bracket.pdf and let's see who does the best 
with their predictions! A prize will go to the 
winner. For more details, call/text  Rebekah 
Witt 540-686-0752. 
 

 
LIFE GOES ON 

 

"Life Goes On" is a small 
support group of people 
whose lives are undergoing 
change as the result of the 

death of a spouse.  For some it is a recent loss, 
for others more time has passed, but for all it 
is a major change in our lives. We invite you to 
join us at IJ  Cann's restaurant at 1:00 pm on 
Friday, March 16.  We have the room in the 
rear reserved for our group.  Come and share 
conversation and lunch.  Contact Martha 
Fulton, 540-542-6161 or 
fultonmartha@gmail.com with questions. 
 
 

REAP ‘EM & REAP 
 

Read ‘em & Reap meets on Thursday, March 
8th (the second Thursday of each month), 7:00 
pm, 128 Cahille Drive 22602 which is the home 
of Tom and Rhoda Tandy.  We will discuss 
“The Worst Hard Time”, by Eagan.  
 
 
 

 
MEN OF OPEQUON ARE 
BLEST TO BE A BLESSING! 
We thank the men for 

facilitating the delicious ham and macaroni and 
cheese dinner for our February Ministry Team 
Night meal.  Watch out gentlemen:  you may 

MOO! 

mailto:dce@opequonchurch.org
mailto:fultonmartha@gmail.com
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get that assignment again later this year!  We 
thank everyone for helping round out the meal 
and for all who assisted with set-up and clean-
up.  We can’t wait to sample the men’s cooking 
for Easter Sunrise breakfast once again this 
year!  Breakfast will begin on Easter morning 
about 7:00 am, but the men will  be in the 
church kitchen before 6!!  
 
The monthly MOO gathering will be held on 
Monday, March 12th beginning with dinner at 
the Chick-fil-A (PYR) at 6:00 pm; ladies are 
invited!  Then we’ll be meeting at the church at 
7:00 p.m. in the Bageant Room.  This m onth, 
we’ll enjoy interactive activities led by our own 
Joel Witt, gamesman extraordinaire!  Come 
along for the fun!     
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

The OPC blood drive will be 
held on Saturday, March 24, 
10:00 am-3:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  You can 
sign up for the OPC blood 

drive located on the table in the Gathering 
Area. Patty Klinefelter has a challenge for the 
congregation—the person who gets the most 
people to sign up and show up to give blood 
will win FOUR movie tickets to the Alamo and 
FOUR drink/popcorn free coupons.  Just put 
your name beside the donor's name on the 
sign-up sheet.  Good luck!! Contact Patty 
Klinefelter pklinefe@gmail.com with questions. 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN 

 

Stay tuned for 
upcoming dates 
pertaining to 
tilling and 
planting the 

community garden. Many hands, hearts and 
feet are needed for this important ministry to 
eradicate food insecurity in our community.  

 
 

CRYPTS AT 
SHENANDOAH MEMORIAL PARK 

 

Through the generosity of former OPC member 
Mel Piper, two crypts in the mausoleum have 
been donated at Shenandoah Memorial Park in 
Winchester, VA. They are located on the third 
level and are end-to-end. We are offering 
these for sale for the suggested price of 
$3500/crypt or $7,000 + a titling fee of 
approximately $300. The current selling price 
for this pair of crypts directly from Shenandoah 
Memorial Park is $14,000. The proceeds of this 
sale will go into the general fund at Opequon.  
 

Should you have any interest or questions, 
please reach out to any of the current 
Trustees, Larry Donovan, Mac McNichols or 
George Schember. Please contact Cathy 
Richard in the office for the best way to reach 
any of us.  Our thanks to Mel Piper for his 
kindness; we wish him the best in his new 
home in North Carolina. 

 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING  
COLLECTION WINNER 

 

The Choir Side collected the most soup with 
236 cans! The total number of soup cans was 
515 and $94 was collected. All donations will 
go to the local Highland Food Pantry. Thank 
you for your generosity.  

Rebekah Witt 
 
Opequon Presbyterian Church’s 2018 Collection 
raised: $94, 515 food items, and 454 lbs. of 
food! Thanks to your efforts this year, more 
dollars have been raised, more lives have been 
changed and the nation has seen the impact of 
people working together to help those in need . 
Thank you for working to transform the time 
around the Super Bowl into the nation’s largest 
celebration of giving and serving. 

Clara Cooper 
President and CEO 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

mailto:pklinefe@gmail.com
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TULIPS FOR EASTER 
 

Help decorate the Sanctuary for 
Easter by providing potted 
tulips.  You can honor or 
remember someone special or 
give glory to God. The cost is $8 
per pot. Orders are due by 

Sunday, March 18th. Order forms will be in 
Sunday bulletins beginning March 4th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

RACHEL BAYLISS SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Attention graduating high school seniors and 
students pursuing college, technical school or 
further education: applications are now being 
accepted for the Rachel Bayliss Scholarship.  
     The Rachel Bayliss Scholarship Fund was 
established circa 1990 by Bill and Yvonne 
Claytor, longtime members of Opequon 

Presbyterian Church, in honor of Yvonne and 
Roy Bayliss’ mother, Rachel.  The Claytors 
made several major contributions to the fund 
at the outset, and other church members have 
added to the fund since then.  The amount of 
the annual grant is determined by the church 
trustees, essentially taking five percent of the 
average ending year balance of the fund for 
the previous three years.  For example: ending 
year balances of $50,000, $40,000 and 
$30,000 would average $40,000 and taking 
five percent would mean scholarship funds 
worth $2,000 for the recipient or recipients 
that year.  
 

Guidelines 
• Applicants must be full-time students. 
• Applicant must be a member of 

Opequon Presbyterian Church. 
• Applicants will be granted a scholarship 

based on church service, academics, 
and financial need. 

• Applications must be complete with 
information requested in order to be 
considered. 

• Though aid given to approved applicants 
is in the form of a grant, grantees are 
encouraged to contribute to the 
scholarship fund at some future date in 
order that assistance might be available 
for others.  

Deadline for submission is April 30th.                
Applications will be emailed March 1st to 
graduating seniors and/or parents. If you have 
questions, please contact George Schember, 
Scholarship Chairman, at 540-667-2559 or 
schemjg@verizon.net. 
 

 
We express our Christian love 
and sympathy to… 
Lisa Wilfong upon the loss of 
her father Saul Jaffe on 
February 17 
 

“I am the resurrection and the life,” 
says the Lord. “Those who believe in me shall live, even 
though they die; and those who live and believe in me 
shall never die.”    John 11:24-25 

 

A 2017 Flower Chart is on 
display in the Gathering Area on 

the CCAP table. There are 
many Sundays to choose from. 

Select the special Sundays 
when you want to honor a loved 

one with flowers in the 
Sanctuary. 

 

LENTEN EVENING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH  

6:30 pm 
MEMORIAL SANCTUARY 

 

Join us for this contemplative 
experience 

of music, prayer, scripture reading, and 
meditation. 

(There will not be a SERMON!) 
 

“Jesus, Fill Us with Your Love”  
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NOTES OF GRATITUDE 
 

As I recover, ever so slowly, from what I have 
termed “the kitchen cabinet event”, I want to 
express my gratitude for all the visits, prayers, 
cards, emails, phone calls, meals, and 
numerous offers of assistance.  Your care, 
concern, and support has just been amazing, 
and I thank you for wrapping your arms 
around me.       

Edwina Johansen 
 
 

Al, Cole and I would like to thank our OPC 
family for the continued and generous 
outpouring of love, support, and 
encouragement during this very difficult time 
for our family. 
 Since Al's accident, job loss, and recent 
major surgery, everyone has wrapped us in 
prayer and we have truly felt God's loving arms 
around us through those prayers. We are so 
blessed to be a part of this wonderful family.  
 This has been a very long, arduous, and 
seemingly endless process with the claim being 
denied through worker's comp and how it has 
affected our family in so many ways. We still 
have a ways to go with the mediation and 
appeal hearing scheduled for late March. We 
know that God is with us and will lead us 
through this challenging time. Thank you to 
our loving OPC family for being here for us to 
lean on. We are truly blessed and incredibly 
grateful.  

In gratitude,  
Al, Robin and Cole 

 
 

Dear Opequon Family, 
I would like to thank all of you who sent well 
wishes, prayers, cards and food following my 
surgery in January. They were appreciated 
very much.  Your kindness means so much to 
me and my family.  

Blessings, 
Susanna Shade 

 

Shenandoah University is fortunate to enjoy 
wonderful relationships with many friends who 
share in our mission to “educate and inspire.” 
We are delighted that Opequon has chosen to 
partner with us.  Please accept our deepest 
appreciation for the recent gift of $2,500 
designated toward Spiritual Life’s Rise Against 
Hunger initiative. Thank you for your support 
of this important outreach. It is only through 
the ongoing support of Friends like Opequon 
that Shenandoah is able to offer a wide variety 
of opportunities for learning, entertainment 
and outreach to our community.  Please know 
we are grateful for your partnership.  

Sincerely,  
Mitchell L. Moore 

Senior VP/VP for Advancement 
 

Dear Friends, 
Your generous donation to the Church World 
Service Blankets+ program tells people in 
crisis, “You’re not alone. Someone cares.” We 
are deeply grateful for your support. Because 
of your compassion, families who have lost 
their homes to tornadoes, floods, earthquakes 
and other disasters are getting help with 
blankets, emergency food and shelter—and 
with rebuilding their lives and liveli hoods. 
People struggling against crushing poverty and 
harsh climates are learning sustainable farming 
practices that will help them keep food on the 
table—and take it to market. Vulnerable 
children have access to clean, safe water and 
the nutritional food essential to growth, 
development and life itself. On behalf of all the 
people who feel more hopeful and less alone 
because of your generosity, we thank you. 
Please accept this Blankets+ certificate 
honoring your vital partnership with CWS in 
building a world where there is enough for all.  

Sincerely, 
Rev. John L. McCullough 

President and CEO 
Church World Service. 
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Bev Parrish 
1809 Rosser Lane 
Winchester VA 22601-5353 
 
 
 

 

 
  6 Philip & Susan Ritter 
15 David & Carole Witt 
16 Joe & Cheryl Burton 
18 Steve & Michele Wilson 
19 Thomas & Mandy Keaton, 
 Philip & Jennifer Ralls 
26 Jim & Libby Keeler 
28 Alan & Terry McKay 
 

 
  1 Payton Hughes 
  3 Jessica Kraemer, Ty Martin, Sarah Weir 
  4 Erma Conner 
  5 Margaret Dearth, Rebekah Witt 
  6 Joan Beverley, Ellie Cammer 
  8 Meredith Butler, Brenda Carbaugh 
  9 Jill Call 
10 Lisa Reed, Jack Youngblood 
11 Jay Journell 
12 Virginia Barr, Alex Odei 
13 Vicki Schmidt Crites, Edgar Tufts 
14 Sara Kraemer, Travis Saunders 
15 Mike Birchenough, Ali Turner, John Hess, 
  Susan Lee, Ashley McKay, Jennifer Ralls 
17 Linda Bock 
18 Susie Cherry, Taylor Heishman, Judy Stossel 
19 Jacob Gaul, John Wright 
20 Scott Sydnor 
21 Dave Ervin 
22 Samuel Edwards 
25 Dan Broznak, Thelma Cameron 
26 Abigayle Jenks 
27 Melissa Ambers, Leigh Headley,  

 Suellen Knowles, Stuart Williams 
28 Adalyn Dantro, Allison & Melanie Morgan 
29 Gary Dove, Brad Kochel 
30 Brady Cooper, Nadine DeHaven 
31 Kurtis Knechtel 
 
 

SERVANTS IN MINISTRY 
 

Acolytes 
  8:30 
  4 Volunteers Needed 
 11 Audrey Saunders 
18 Addison Williams 
25 Tim Gaul 
 
11:00 
  4 LOGOS Sunday Ushers 
11 Melanie Morgan 
18 Jonathan Lightcap 
25 Noah Cutrona 

 
Bell Ringers 

  8:30 Mo Mohler    
11:00 Kristin Blake, Bailey Cooper,  
 AnnMarie Kelly 
 

Hospitality 
  8:30       
 4 Dom Cafaro & Brenda Hawkins   
11 Bill & Lisa Frye      
18 Bill & Debbie Bender    
25 Robert & Ina Walker       
 
11:00 
  4 Jack Drumheller & Kirsta Weber 
11 Betty Ganoe & Debi Hodgson 
18 Annemarie Matthews & Martha Fulton 
25 Susan Ritter & Marj Praml 
 

Livestreaming 
  4 Joel Witt 
11 Lance Astorino 
18 Susan Cooper 
25 Rebekah Witt 

 
Nametags 

Week 1 Pat deButts     
Week 2 Dulcie Reed     
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Week 3 Martha Fulton     
Week 4 Kail Barbe     
 
 

Ushers (Head Usher in bold) 
  8:30 
  4 Vicki Schmidt Crites, Dulcie Reed,  
 Graham Taylor, youth volunteers  
 needed 
11 Alyce Callahan, Pat Heavner, Audrey & 
  Camden Saunders, Jim Youngblood 
18 Samuel Edwards, Terry Hartman,  
 Heide Mohler, JT Reid, 
 Addison Williams 
25 McKenna Bell, Mike Butler, Caleb Garcia,  
 Tim Gaul, Sherry Schryver, John Winn 
 
11:00 
  4 Jim Butler, Annemarie Matthews,  
 Travis Morgan 
11 Kristin Blake, Jason Hathaway, Kyle Homan, 
 Allison & Melanie Morgan,  
 Bill Robinson 

18 Jason Brown, Andy Homan,  
 Jonathan Lightcap, Rowan Lynch,  
 Luke Weber, Joel Witt 
25 Curt Budny, Joe Burton, Noah Cutrona,  
 Bill Hopeck, Grace Morgan,  
 Alex Sardelis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember 
OPC 

in 
Your Will 

AS we are nearing some warmer days and heading into SPRING, 

there is some exciting news to share: 

VBS dates: June 10-14, 2018: 5:00-7:30 pm 
 

 

ñSwallowed Up in GODôS LOVE! 
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INFO FROM PATTY KLINEFELTER, FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
 

According to the Red Cross, match the fun facts with the correct answer. Remember 
OPC’s blood drive is scheduled for Saturday March 24, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm.  Please sign 
up either electronically at Red Cross or on the sheet located in the Gathering Area.  
Please let me know if you have any questions.   

1. Number of seconds someone 
needs blood every  

a. March 24, 
2018 

2. Blood type most frequently 
requested by hospitals  

b. 100 

3. # of pints a single car accident 
victim can use 

c. 56 

4. # of whole blood and red blood 
cell units collected in the US in a 
year 

d. 2 seconds 

5. % of eligible population that 
actually donates blood  

e. O 

6. # of pints of blood in an average 
adult 

f. 10% 

7. # pints of blood given during a 
donation  

g. 45 

8. A healthy donor may donate red 
blood cells every ____ days 

h. 42 

9. Most donated red blood cells must 
be used within how many days of 
collection 

i. 28 

10. % of people in US with type O 
blood 

j. 40 

11. % of nation’s blood supply Red 
Cross supplies 

k. 10 

12. # of units OPC collected at the last 
blood drive 

l. 13.6 million  

13. Date of next OPC blood drive  m. 1 

Answers 1d, 2e, 3b, 4l, 5f, 6k, 7m, 8c, 9h, 10g, 11j, 12i, 13a  
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SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
January 2018 

      

    
Net 

Expenses  

Net 
Expenses 

Budget 
Balance 

EXPENSES 2018 Budget 
Current 
Month   Year to Date Remaining 

Administrative Ministry 405,427 39,387  39,387 366,041 

Christian Education Ministry 13,550 -411  -411 13,961 

Congregational Care Ministry 1,400 153  153 1,247 

Evangelism Ministry 2,250 155  155 2,095 

Fellowship Ministry 3,500 -47  -47 3,547 

Mission Ministry 50,200 5,119  5,119 45,081 

Worship Ministry 7,700 1,058  1,058 6,642 

Capital Expenses 115,000 9,584   9,584 105,416 

Total Budget 599,027 54,997   54,997 544,031 

            

            

INCOME 
Current 
Month Year to Date    

Envelope Offerings 36,422 36,422    
Loose 325 325    

Total Operating Income from Offerings 36,747 36,747    

Adjustments to Income (YTD)       

Checking Account Interest   10    
Transfer from Building Fund   0    
Room/Facility Usage    300    
Wedding Fees   0    
Manse Rental Income (Net)   0    

Operating Income After Adjustments   37,057    

      
Expenses (YTD)  54,997    

      
2018 Operating Balance as of January 31  -17,940    
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Opequon Presbyterian Church 
217 Opequon Church Lane 
Winchester, VA 22602-2421 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
           
ñThe Opequon Spiritò is the monthly newsletter of: 
Opequon Presbyterian Church 
217 Opequon Church Lane 
Winchester, VA 22602-2421 
Phone: 540-662-1843 
www.opequonchurch.org 
Newsletter deadline is the Wednesday after the Stated Session Meeting. 
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am 
Faith Formation Educational Hour at 9:45 am 
David Witt -------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor 
Tracie Martin --------------------------------------------- Parish Associate 
Laurie Carver ----------------------------------------- Nursery Supervisor 
William Heavner ---------------------------------------------------- Organist 
Susan Homan -------------------------------------------- Director of Music 
Patty Klinefelter --------------------------------- Faith Community Nurse 
Catherine Richard ----------------------------------- Office Administrator 
Robert Sydnor --------------------------------------------------------- Sexton 
Carole Witt ------------------------------ Director of Christian Education 
Rebekah Witt ----------------------- Director of Youth & Young Adults 
 

 

God gives you:  

24 hours a day  

168 hours a week  

720 hours a month  

8,736 hours every year  

 

Please give back ½ hour to help guide our church!  

 

Take the   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       NOW! 
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